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St. Patrick’s Gift to Australia: 
Catholic Universities

Glenn Morrison

in the confession of faith. The voices of hope and even lament 

the spirit of St. Patrick’s Confession.

in the world. People of faith should not be afraid to interrupt and 
contradict a world bent on destruction and fear. Where a Catholic 

“to shout aloud” “words of confession” and “testify in truth and in 

sun” is “Christ”.1

2 there is 

3 

that Jesus is the Christ. Where did such boldness come from? Such 

The Confession of St. Patrick

StPatrickConfession-V2-0.pdf 



_____
664

THE FURROW

4: “as 

Such a spirit found its way into the life of St. Patrick who no doubt 

5

6 St. Patrick’s life 

brothers and sisters – the children whom I baptised in the Lord.7

can also appear like a fortunate discovery wherein the Spirit of 

the name of God” “even to the ends of the earth”  like Australia. 

Australia.

Studies: An Irish 
Quarterly Review

The Furrow
The Confession of St. Patrick
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ST. PATRICK’S GIFT TO AUSTRALIA

Solemnities of the Dedication and Opening of the 

Report.
10 to open its contents. I 

article published in The Freeman’s Journal11

and entitled in bold letters: “IF AUSTRALIA HAD A CATHOLIC 
UNIVIERSITY: WHAT IS WOULD MEAN TO THE LAITY”.12 

to respond. Some “archive fever or desire”13 set in. This led to 

14 man whose interest in 
music15

Solemnities of the Dedication and Opening 
of the Catholic University of America. November 13th, 1889.

10 A Freudian Impression

11 The Catholic Weekly.
12

The Freeman’s Journal

13 Archive Fever
14 The Catholic Press

15 Arthur J. McHugh. St. John’s Church, Campbelltown 1931-
1954
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THE FURROW
16 author of the 

Around the Boree Log17 and Men of ’38 

 
20 A.J.M.’s visionary 

21

where he writes:

impracticable. The very audacity of an idea may be its 

faith and of co-operation with powers that are more than human. 

the achievements of the past.22

hope “sent directly to the University”23

16
17

Around the Boree Log: A Selection from Around the Boree Log and the Parish of 
St. Mel’s, 

The men of ‘38 and other pioneer priests

Archive Fever
20
21
22 Ibid. 
23 Solemnities of the Dedication,
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ST. PATRICK’S GIFT TO AUSTRALIA

24 they wrote:

We have learned too well in Ireland what it is to be without 
a Catholic University equal to our needs. Year after year have 
we deplored the disabilities that either deprived our Catholic 

25

The Catholic University of Ireland, which Blessed 

The Idea 
of a University.26

27 Barr 
Catholic University was kept alive 

University a truly transnational institution”.  One can therefore 
understand the sense of lament fashioned in the words of “The 

the Irish Prelates” - “We have learned too well in Ireland what it is 
to be without a Catholic University equal to our needs”. 

24 Ibid.
25
26 Archivium 

Hibernicum
27

 Ibid.
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If 
Australia had a Catholic University: What it would mean to the 
laity.

truth reveals “wisdom” and “sanctity” and boldness becomes 

of a Catholic University today and for the future speaks of what 
 

(“for those who believe in and have reverence for God”30

In Memoriam

become “insular”:

But vaster.31

country person”.32

confess “a Catholic atmosphere”33

34 Can then Catholic Universities live up 

mission and 
confession?

In Australia

30 The Confession of St. Patrick
31
32 The Confession of St. Patrick
33
34 The Confession of St. Patrick
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35

Catholic Universities: “I cannot be silent”.36 The bold words of St. 

confess Jesus as the Christ.
The Freemans Journal

Atmosphere”:

system of State education is completed by a university equally 
37

Now they 

35 The Foundation and Establishment of The University of 
Notre Dame Australia

36 The Confession of St. Patrick
37
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speaks to humanity as St. Patrick relates in his desire to return 

come here to be with these people for the rest of my life”.  Such 

system”.
Gaudete et Exsultate

the Gospel we proclaim. It is an unshakeable trust in the faithful 

A Catholic University called to mission will be one that holds 

the realisation that “Christ the Lord became poor for us”40 may 

41

In the course of years I have made many mistakes. I have 

viz

I have resisted to the best of my powers the spirit of liberalism 

42

The Confession of St. Patrick
Eschatology and Hope

40 The Confession of St. Patrick, no. 55.
41 John Henry Newman
42 John Henry Newman



_____
671

ST. PATRICK’S GIFT TO AUSTRALIA

nd Century. Blessed Cardinal 

service and faith. If in the 22nd

homeland and parents?”43

pastoral and spiritual vocation of 

wonders before every nation under heaven”.44

in Catholic Universities to make “believers and those who listen to 
be children of God and co-heirs with Christ”.45

43 The Confession of St. Patrick, no. 36.
44
45
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