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Appendix C: Consent Form

HE UNIVERSITY OF

CONSENT FORM

Noongar Women’s Experience of Birth |

INFORMED CONSENT FORM

|, (participant’s name) hereby agree to being a
participant in the above research project.

e | have read and understood the Information Sheet about this project and any
questions have been answered to my satisfaction.

e | understand that | may withdraw from participating in the project at any time without
prejudice.

e | understand that all information gathered by the researcher will be treated as
strictly confidential.

e | agree that any research data gathered for the study may be published provided
my hame or other identifying information is not disclosed.

PARTICIPANT’S DATE:
SIGNATURE!

RESEARCHER’S FULL JUDITH PAMELA WILSON
NAME!:

RESEARCHER’S DATE:
SIGNATURE:

If participants have any complaint regarding the manner in which a research project is conducted, it
should be directed to the Executive Officer of the Human Research Ethics Committee, Research Office,
The University of Notre Dame Australia, PO Box 1225 Fremantie WA 6959, phone (08) 9433 0943.
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Appendix D Notice to Potential Participants

Research Project about Noongar Women’s Birth Experience

Hello my name is Judith Wilson and | am a student at the University of Notre Dame
in Fremantle.

| am conducting a research project as a part of my personal studies at the University.

My research project is looking at Noongar women’s birth experience. The aim of the
project is to hear about the experience of birth from Noongar women. This means
how all things relating to pregnancy, birth and the early times after the baby is born
were for the Noongar woman being interviewed.

If you are a Noongar woman who is at least 18 years of age and has a baby of up to 2
years old and you are interested in participating in this project, I would like to hear
from you.

I would like to interview you and to record the interview. This should take about 1
hour and can take place at a time and place that suits you.

I will give you a $50 Coles/Myer voucher in recognition of your time and any
babysitting or travel expenses you might have to pay to take part in the interview.

You can either contact me directly on the numbers below, or if you would prefer, you
can speak with [name of the manager of the health centre] who will pass on your
contact details to me.

Thank you for considering this

Judith Wilson
0409 370 276

jayzedw@iinet.net.au
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Appendix E: Semi-structured Memo

Participant 3 and 4 - POST-INTERVIEW MEMO
PAGE 1

This is a recording immediately after the interviews that I
have done with P3 and P4 today on the third of June, 2011.

So we went into a bedroom and we sat on a double bed and I
set up the recorder and did the recording. And the
interview was good with P3. I found that she’s a very sweet
young woman. I tried some other techniques that I haven’t
done before, and that is that I talked around the subject.
Before I turned the recorder on, I explained the
information letter and so on. And when I was interviewing
P3, I started off talking about her own family, how many
children she had, how many brothers and sisters she had and
where she fitted in and all that sort of thing, and then
about her baby. And then, rather than asking her the
questions that I thought I would ask, like how to do you
see yourself as a woman and can you tell me the story of
your baby’s birth, I feel now that those questions are
probably difficult for Noongah women to answer inasmuch as
they’re very “there’s the question now you fill in the
whole lot yourself.” And I guess that I’'m going to come
across women that I interview that can actually just start
talking and not stop and not need prompting.

But, anyway, I made the call in these interviews to ask
questions that I thought would engender more conversation
from them. So a lot of them were closed questions: Is this
your first baby? Did you intend to get pregnant? Did you
plan the pregnancy? And although “did you plan the
pregnancy” is a closed question, that question was good and
from that stemmed a big story of how no, her pregnancy
wasn’t planned, and what she felt when she found out she
was pregnant and how she wanted to terminate the pregnancy,
and how she came around and then decided she didn’t want
to, and so on and so forth. So I’ve strayed a bit away from
my intended questioning technique, and this has come about
because of having my first interview, which was really
short, and yes/no answers, and trying now to pick up on
things.

I still feel that when I interview we dance right around
the countryside to get back to one spot, and a lot of
deviation from the core kind of aim of the interview. But,
again, I think that with me non-Aboriginal and trying to
build trust with Aboriginal women, this is probably the way
it’s got to be.
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Participant 3 and 4 - POST-INTERVIEW MEMO
PAGE 2

I was very happy with the interview with P3. She’s a really
nice young woman and she had some nice things to say, good
things to say. The interview tailed off at the end and I
took the cue and finished the interview saying to her that
I would ring her in a week’s time and if she thought of
anything else I would come and that I would interview her
again if she wanted that to happen, that I would also give
her another gift voucher if I came to interview her again.
So it was a very pleasant interchange and I don’t know how
long it lasted, but it felt as though it lasted about 40
minutes.

The second interview that I did immediately afterwards was
with her P3’s sister, who is P4. P4 had come home in the
meantime. P4 was different. P4 was a little bit less soft.
And I did the same thing with her, talked about her family,
how she fitted in, what children she had, and then went
through the information sheet and the consent form, and
then turned on the tape and started to record. There’s a
lot of pauses and a lot of silences in the interview and
I’'m becoming more comfortable with just big silences. I
hesitate to jump in there with another question because I
think that can be quite off-putting for the women. But the
interview was still good and some interesting things came
out of it.

I didn’t feel in any way threatened or anything. I must say
that I felt a bit wary or unsure about being in the home of
Aboriginal women. I understand that is my own upbringing
surfacing and I am now facing personal biases I didn’t
realize existed. Anyway, I got the impression that P4 is a
little bit more hardened, if I can use that word, and as
the interview went on she was a bit more guarded in talking
to me, a little bit less open, and talked a bit about
prejudice. As the interview went on, it came out that she
had used drugs and that she had been living down south and
that she had a different father to her sister and had only
found that out in recent years. And so there was a little
bit of kind of - I don’t know - sadness or aggression there
that I didn’t find with her sister. But the interview was
good, again, and it will be interesting to have it
transcribed and to study it and analyze it and try to put
these together and do a little bit of analysis on them.

I think that’s all. I get a strong sense with both of these
young women that family is extremely important to them, and
certainly interviewing them in their own home was
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Participant 3 and 4 - POST-INTERVIEW MEMO
PAGE 3

interesting. I certainly, in the beginning at least, felt
the balance of power tip in their favor because of this.
The other two interviews have not been in the participants’
homes. We did have quite a bit of interruption with the
little sister coming in and out, and then, in the last
interview, with P4’s baby coming in for a breastfeed. But I
just rode with that and interviewed around it, and I think
that’s the way to go, because they are themselves and their
family and it’s all mingled up together. So it’s trying to
separate it out and to say no, your children have to stay
out, and we’ll have this interview in a sort of closed area
often just doesn’t work, even though we start off that way.
And I think I just have to be flexible and adaptable with
that.

If I'm trying to situate myself within the interview, T
really didn’t pick up on anything that wasn’t presented to
me, I don’t think. The context of it was that these two
young women - one’s 18, and one is 20 - have both recently
had babies. They live with their mother and I don’t think
their father lives there, so there’s just their mother, the
two young women, and today there was a brother there. Now,
both of these young women have partners, they still see
their partners, but their partners don’t live with them.
And both P3 and P4’s children live in the house. So we’ve
got the mother of the house, who has older children and a
three-year-old, and then we’ve got these two children of
hers, one 18 and one 20, who both have now new babies. So
there’s three adult women living in the house and three
children, the eldest being three, the youngest four months
of age. So, interesting, interesting. But people coming and
going and the extended family is quite large, by the sound
of it, with fathers, grandmother and great-grandmother
being mentioned in the interview today, as well as
partners, cousins and sisters and brothers and their
children. So it was really interesting and I enjoyed it
very much and hopefully I’11 get a lot from it.
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