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Cycle Four: Canoeing on the River

Cycle Four: Experiential Knowing

Cycle Four: Creative Knowing

Figure 4a: Experience on the water, observing,
experiencing the place.
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Figure 4b: Experience on the water, observing,
experiencing the place.
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What riparian vegetation? Where?
Hills of yellow, dry, barren, stubble.

I silently scream — shouting noiselessly in my own
solitude.

While my paddle gently caresses the river.
Insanity. I’m part of this.

Figure 4c: Samples of creative reflection of
experience on the water.

Cycle Four: Conceptual, Propositional Knowing

Cycle Four: Practical, Post-Conceptual Knowing

e Barren hills with farms, weak riparian
vegetation — cleared to water’s edge.

e Non-Australian animals’ feet adapted for other
countries, damaging thin soil.

e Contradictions: salt-tolerant grasses, solution
and overgrowth problem.

Aboriginal knowledges, histories ignored.

e Few people use river. Is river ignored,
undervalued? But overuse is problematic. What
about reciprocity with the river?

e Solitude, sacredness, beauty, peaceful.

A less tentative knowing is emerging; feels like
emergent insight, a holistic/practical, embodied
place-knowledge with conceptual elements, hope
and pain. Test scores show a healthier river than
expected, but observations are discouraging. A
sense of deflation and reconnection, a hollow
‘coming home’. Embodied knowing integrating
senses, concepts, spirit. Three things together:
knowledge of relationships; place; and producing
knowledge —includes politics and praxis. Gaining
knowledge through experience, reflection,
collaboration, practice — demands advocacy.




