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Dr Brigitta Olubas
University of New South Wales

Writing about the United Nations: Shirley Hazzard’s Humanist Politic

Although New York-based Australian-born author Shirley Hazzard is best known for her literary
fiction, she has also beer, throughout her writing career, a forthright conmnentator on political affairs,
or what she calls “public themes™. In addition to her four novels and two collections of stories, she has
published two monographs en the United Nations: Defeat of on Ideal in 1973 and Countenance af
Truth in 1990, Informed by insider accounts as well as published records, these works document two
major claims: firstly that the US govermment’s post-war MeCarthyist policies had indelible effects on
the UN structure from its inception, inhibiting the effective prosecution of its responsibilities, and
secondly that the very structure of the UN facilitated the covering up of Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim’s WWII Austrian Nazi Party affiliation. The argument of both books is thus that the cors
failures of the United Nations derive from the structural preferment of parochial (national) over
cosmopolitan (international) public interest. In this sense, they sharc with Hazzard's fiction an
internationalist optic and an overt commitment to humanisim as ocultural imperative. This paper will
examine the convergences between Hazzard’s UN writings and her literary fiction. It will argue in
particular that the contrary pull of public and poetic responsibility that Hazzard identifies in Milion’s
essays on Church comuption structures a similar sense of the work of the writer herself, an alignment
of the “public themes’ of political critique and commentary with the work of literature.

Carolina Orloff
University of Edinburgh, UK

Julio Cortizar’s Forgotten Politics: Anti-Peronism in the Rise of a Writer

It is generally assumed that Julio Cortazar’s trip to Cuba in 1963 uot enly divided his life inte a
inexorable before and after, into the bourgeois artist vis-a-vis the committed gocialist, but also that this
event created an nnambiguous distinction between the writer’s so-called ‘apolitical’ writings and those
which express a given ideological stand. This, i turn, was understoed also as a drastic turning point
for the aesthetic quality of Cortdzar’s fiction, and therefore. the texts that followed the groundbreaking
Rayuela (published in English under Hopscotcly), were generally considered aesthetically inferior and
poor given their implicit or explisit pelitical content. I argue that there are not two different Cortazar
perieds, but rather, that there is an “essential unity”, which in itself is charged with a marked political
interest. Thronghout his life, politics — as well as history — were, for this iconic Argentinian writer,
permanent sowrces of reference, and they can be traced in his fictional writings. This paper will
analyse some of Cortdzar’s early texts, ingluding Divertimento, Los reyes and El examen. Written
during the rise of Peronism in Argentina in the late 1940s, these texts remained mostly anpublished
untit Cortazar's demise in 1584, In the year of the 25th anniversary of the death of one of the founders
of the ‘Boom’ of Latin American literature, the study will reappraise and challenge the accepted
criticism, showing that even some of the first of Julio Cortdzar’s incursions into the fictional realm
were, in many respects, highly political.
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Hoa Pham
University of Western Sydney

From Orlando to Kicu: Writing from the Post-Colonial Feminist DHaspora

Post colomial diasporic literature can use the canon to make political statements about women’s lives
and about the society around them. Woolf’s Orlando is seen as a landmark text for feminist English
literature exploring ihe restraints of gender and Englishness Curently | am writing a novel “The Lady
of the Realm” which is a Vietnamese diasporic take on “Orlando”. I wish to interrogate my cwn
position as a Vietnamese diaspotic writer whom is Westermn educated using “Crlando” as & reference
point for my own work. Similar intertextual referencing techniques have been used by Vietnamese
Francophone writers using the “rale of Kieu” the epic poem of the nineteenth century to make
commentary on women's social position in Vietnam. in this paper T will explore this intertextuality
and the commentary possible abcut gender relations, power, politics and colomialism when using
canonical texts in this way. e

Dr James Phillips
University of New South Wales

The Practicalities of the Absolute: Sovereignty in Shakespeare’s Richard II

Richard 1T does not conform to Hegel's general picture of Shakespeare as a romantic. Like the Greek
tragedies Hegel disousses, Richard II irvolves a conflict betwesn two objective principies of political
life (where Hegel detects romanticism in Shakespeare is in the conflicts between subjectivity and
objectivity, as in the confiict between intericrity and action in Hamiet and the conflict between desire
and family authority in Romeo and Juliet). The conflict in Richard I is between the absolute as a
legitimating principie of the body politic (Richard's divine righty and the rights of subjects. Isita
tragic conflict because the two are irreconcilable? Was the subsequent War of the Roses proof of their
irreconcilability? Richard has often been portrayed as imprudent and poetic (Pater, Yeats), but his
mmprudence and poetry are no less pragmatic in their way than the hard-headedness of his cpponent,
Henry TV: this is because the seeniing unworldliness of his speech and actions has the political task of
testifying to the abselute and ensuring its place in the foundation of political life (it is not his business
<0 be more “sensible™, Richard’s dilemma is that as soversign he is meant to stand outside the laws,
nopns and customs while nonetheless being expected to conduct himself with moderation. This
contradiction of a contained absolute is a feature of Western soversignty and a possible reason for the
various atiempts in the modern period at reconfiguring it without an embodying individual.

Dr Deborah Pike
University of Notwre Dame

Sovereignty and the Work of Death: Writing from Zimbabwe

This paper discusses the Zimbabwe situation through a study of contemporary writing from that
country. Using the philosophy of sovercignty that has been passed down from Hegel to Bataille, I
examine how contemporary African subjectivity is formed in conditions of political viclence and
cconamic flux. Following on from this, 1 make use of Agamben’s work on biopolitics, to suggest ways
in which the wounded body can be approached and appraised through the written word.
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AUSTRALASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR LITERATURE

The Australasian Association for Literature is a newly founded group whose goals are to promote
scholarship in literature, and a deeper understanding of how literature develops its own ways of
thinking zbout the world. We have a particular interest in how literature interacts with other
disciplines and intellectual standpoints (such as science, philosophy and history) and seek to attract
scholars interested in questions which explore what it is that works of literature can do (how they
affect us, and why). We understand works of literature to be active things that make us think rather
than passive things about which we might reflect, and this understanding informs our belief in the
ongoing importance of careful scholarship related to literary works.

At present, the AAL’s principal activity is an annual conference. We are always open to proposals for
future conferences, and can assist with seed funding. If you are interested in hosting the annual
Association conference at your university, or would like more information as to what this entails,
please contact us through the Association website: www.aal.asn.an/ The only preseription is that the
conference address sorue aspect of literature, or literature in relation to a broad inclusive theme, such
as our three previous conferences have done, i.e., ‘Literature and Sensation’, ‘Literature and History’,
‘Literature and Politics’.

Fresident Vice-President
Anthony Uhlmann Paul Sheehan
Secretary Treasurer
Helen Groth Andrea Curr
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