1 University of Notre Dame Australia
ResearchOnline ND ResearchOnline@ND

Medical Conference Papers School of Medicine

1-1-2004

Time course changes in psychological symptomatology in women with

gynaecological cancers

R W. Petersen
G Graham

Julie A. Quinlivan

University of Notre Dame Australia, juliequinlivan@nd.edu.au

Follow this and additional works at: http://researchonline.nd.edu.au/med_conference
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
Copyright Regulations 1969
WARNING

This material has been copied and communicated to you by or on behalf of the University of Notre Dame Australia pursuant to part
VB of the Copyright Act 1969 (the Act).

The material in this communication may be subject to copyright under the Act. Any further copying or communication of this material
by you may be the subject of copyright protection under the Act.

Do not remove this notice.

Recommended Citation

Petersen, R. W., Graham, G., Quinlivan, J. A. (2004). 'Time course changes in psychological symptomatology after a diagnosis of a
gynaecological cancer. Paper presented at the Australian Society for Psychosocial Obstetrics and Gynaecology Annual
Conference. Sydney, NSW, 27-28 August, 2004.

This Conference Paper is brought to you by the School of Medicine at

THE UNIVERMIITY OF

NOTRE DAME

ResearchOnline@ND. It has been accepted for inclusion in Medical
Conference Papers by an authorized administrator of

1]

ResearchOnline@ND. For more information, please contact

denise.mclinden@nd.edu.au.


http://researchonline.nd.edu.au/?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://researchonline.nd.edu.au/?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://researchonline.nd.edu.au?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://researchonline.nd.edu.au/med_conference?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://researchonline.nd.edu.au/med?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://researchonline.nd.edu.au/med_conference?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:denise.mclinden@nd.edu.au
http://www.nd.edu.au/?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://www.nd.edu.au/?utm_source=researchonline.nd.edu.au%2Fmed_conference%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

ABSTRACTS

Time Course Changes in Psychological Symptomatology after a Diagnosis of a
Gynaecological Cancer

Petersen RW, Graham G, Quinlivan JA

Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, The University of Melbourne, Royal Women'’s
Hospital

email: r.petersen@unimelb.edu.au

Introduction: The aim of this study was to explore the wider psychological symptomatology
experienced by women with a new diagnosis of a gynaecological cancer at the point of
diagnosis and 6 weeks later.

Methods: A prospective cohort study was performed with ethics committee approval and
informed consent. Women were recruited form 3 tertiary hospitals in Australia over a 4-month
period. In order to cover a diverse range of potential symptomatology, we utilised the Hopkins
Symptom Checklist =90 (HSCL-90) that covers 90 separate psychological symptoms which may
then be coded into 8 domains. Women also completed questions relating to their perceived level
of social support, and demographic data were collated separately.

Results: Key findings were that levels of symptomatology remained uniform across the first 6
weeks following the diagnosis of the cancer. Women with ovarian cancer experienced more
symptoms in the domain of retarded depression at baseline and in the domain of Anger-Hostility
at both baseline and follow-up time periods 6 weeks later, but the significant differences did not
persist on multivariate analysis. In contrast, across the spectrum of symptomatology domains,
the median scores were higher in women with poor supports compared to those with higher
support levels. Several of these differences were statistically significant. At baseline, significant
differences were observed in somatization, agitated depression and psychoticism between
women with poor and good social supports. At 6 weeks follow-up, scores remained significantly
higher for retarded depression, somatization, obsessive compulsive and agitated depression
domains. In multivariate analysis, differences remained significant in respect to agitated
depression at baseline and 6-weeks (p=0.03 and 0.04 respectively).

Conclusion: Diverse psychological symptomatology is experienced by women with a new
diagnosis of a gynaecological cancer. Symptoms persist over the first 6 weeks and are higher in
women with poor social supports. Interventions to resolve symptomatology need to be tailored
to the type of symptoms experienced.

YOUNG WOMEN'’S SEXUAL HEALTH: PREGNANCY AND BEYOND

13



	University of Notre Dame Australia
	ResearchOnline@ND
	1-1-2004

	Time course changes in psychological symptomatology in women with gynaecological cancers
	R W. Petersen
	G Graham
	Julie A. Quinlivan
	Recommended Citation



