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INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 1 

 

Student Expectations of the Senior Agricultural Course 

 

March 2000  

 

Introductory Remarks 
 
The purpose of these is: 

• to set the interviewee at ease 

• to test the equipment and  

• to explain he nature of the project. 
 
 
Researcher: ….N…   I have the name right, haven't I? 
 
How have you been keeping? 
 
How did you find the Questionnaire you filled out for me on Wednesday?  
 
I trust it wasn't as hard for you to answer as it was for me to put together? 
 
Thank you for agreeing to talk with me about your expectations of the Course and how 
you cam to join it.  I am hoping you can tell me more about subject than the 
Questionnaire allowed you to do. 
 
I am taping the interview because it allows me to concentrate on what you say.  Then 
when I get back home, I will transcribe it and use the written record to analyse what we 
have spoken about and compare this with what the other boys and girls say and with what 
they have written in the Questionnaire you completed on Wednesday. 
 
If during any part of the conversation, you do not want to be recorded just say so and I 
will turn off the machine. 
 
Neither the staff, other students nor your parents will see the transcripts or listen to the 
tape.  Moreover, your name will not appear in anything that I write or speak about to 
other people.  However, the content of what you say and sometimes your actual words 
will feature in my writing and speaking to others. 
 
O.K.  Let's test the machine and get going.  
 
Note:  the following schedule has been reformatted .  The numbering was not part of the 

original and was added to help develop the content validity matrix.  
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INTERIVEW SCHEDULE 1 

 
1.  Background 

 
1. Please tell me a about yourself 

2. Where is home? 

3. Tell me about your mother and father 

4. Your brothers and sisters 

5. Are your grandparents significant people in your life? 

6. Please explain to me your understanding of the term, To have connections with 

the land. 

 

7. Do you have any connections with the land? 

8. How do you feel about your schooling so far? 

9. Would you say that you liked school? 

10. How do you rate your performance/achievements at your previous schools? 

11. Could you go over for me in more detail how you came to learn of the course 

12. Likewise, please tell me about how you came to hear of the College? 

13. Would you describe yourself as inward-looking or outgoing? 

14. Would you say that you are the sort of person who sees  what is to be done and 
sets about doing it or as one who requires a "push" from another to get started on 
a course of action? 

 

2.  Decision making process and results 
 
15. Take me back to the time you made the decision to take up the Senior 

Agricultural  Course 
Was it last term? 
Was it mid-way through Last Year? 
Way back? 

16. What attracted you to the course? 

17. Who were the people that helped you with you decision 

18. Of those you have just mentioned, who were the most influential? 
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19. Looking back as we have just done, would you say that  the decision was yours or 
did  someone else made it for you? 
 

20. Please tell me about the person or persons whom you consider to have made the 
decision for you 

 
21. Do you know what "feeling" words are?  Give me some examples. 

22. Now, tell me how you feel about the decision to join the Senior Ag Course 

23. What are your plans for your career, your career pathway? 

24. How is the decision to join the course linked with your  plans for your career? 

25. What assistance have you had on the way to joining the  Senior Ag Course? 

26. What has been easy for you in your following the decision to take up the Senior 
Ag Course? 

 
27. What sacrifices have you made in order to join the course?  Or what difficulties 

did you face? 
 
 
3. Managing the course 

 
29. When you are faced with a difficulty with your school work, what steps do you 

take to overcome the problem? 
 

30. If you are unable to overcome the difficulty how to you manage to live with it?  
 

31. Do you believe that these qualities will help you mange the change from Year 10 
to the Senior Ag Course? 
 

32. Have you done much hard manual work before joining the course?  Tell me 
about it.  
 

33. How to you plan to manage the farm work side of the course? 
 

34. Have you done much in the way of woodwork and metalwork and motor 
mechanics before joining the course? 
 

35. How do you think you will go in this part of the work? 
 

36. Do you have any special plans for managing all the types manual of work that 
you are expected to do in Farm Practice and the other practical subjects? 
 

37. Now let's turn to the residential side of the course. 
 
38. How hard was it for you to leave home and board? 
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39. In the brief time you have been here, how has boarding away from home been for 
you? 
 

40. When you are feeling lonely or missing home or you have a row with someone 
what so you do to overcome these feelings of loneliness, homesickness or anger 
even? 
 

41. What is special about you that enabled you to choose the Senior Ag Course when 
others whom you know perhaps should have chosen it but did not do so?  

 
 
4. Expectations 
 
42. What do you think the year will be like for you? 

What will be your biggest challenges? 
What will be the easy bits? 

 
43. What are you expecting from the theory subjects:  

44. Plant Production and Marketing 
45. Animal Production and Marketing 
46. Small Business 
47. Religious Education 
48. English? 

 
49. What are you expecting from the practical subjects: 

50. Farm Practice 
51. Mechanics 
52. Farm Facilities? 

 
53. What do you expect on the personal relationship side of things: 

 
54. Do you think you will make new friends easily 

 
55. Will you continue to miss you former friends 

 
56. Do you think your relationship with your parents will change as a result of the 

residential nature of the course 
 

57. What about your relationship with your brothers and sisters; do you think that 
will change because you are away from them for so long? 
 

58. Do expect there will be changes in the way you relate to adults: Teachers, Farm 
Staff, Boarding Staff and so on? 
 

59. Success! Tell me about what you think success is? 
 

60. How do you know that you successful?  How do you measure success 
personally?  Or putting it another way: What is your measure of success? 
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INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 2 

 
October 2000  

 
 

 
The High, the Ordinary and the Low 

 
1.  What has the year been like for you?   Take a few moments to reflect on the highs 
and lows and the ordinary and then tell me something about them.  You may like to 
begin with some of the high spots.  … … 
 
2.  Yes, A was certainly a high.  How did you feel about it then? 
 
3.  How do you feel about it now? 
 
4.  What was it that enabled you to do so well? 
 
5.  Thanks for that.  Now what about the not-so-good things?  Anything to say on X? 
 
6.  Yes, that must have been pretty trying for you.  Would you please tell me how 
you managed to handle that. 
 
7.  I have used the words COPING or MANAGING.  Could you please tell me what 
you understand these words to mean? 
 
Gender  

 
8.  What has it been like for you living so closely with the boys/girls? 
 
9.  What sort of a relationship do you have with the boys/girls? 
 
10. How do you manage your relationships with the boys/girls? 
 
11. How do you express the feminine side of your nature? 
      How do you express the manly side of your nature? 
 
12. What is like being a girl on Farm Practice? 
      What is it like being a boy on Farm Practice? 
 
13.  What would College life be like were it all girls/boys? 
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Responsibilities 

 
14. Tell me about your responsibilities? 
 For yourself - including financial 
 For others 
 
15. How do you manage these? 
 
16. When you compare yourself with your friends: How responsible are you? 
 
Fears 
 
17. Are you afraid of anything? 
 
18. How do you manage these fears or doubts? 
 
The Future 

 
19. What are your thoughts on your future? 
 
20. What qualities, strengths of character, mental and physical abilities do you have 
that will enable you to fulfil your dreams? 
 
21. When you compare yourself with other young people how would you rate your 
preparedness for when you leave school?  
 
Friends, teachers, parents - peers 

 
22.  Tell me about the people - young and old - that impact upon your life. 
Do they: 

• Support 

• Encourage 

• Help 

• Hinder 

• Lead you astray 
 
Summary 

 
23.  How are you feeling now about the decision you took just twelve months ago in 
Year 10 student to join the Senior Agricultural Course?  
 
24. Have your expectations been met 

 
25. Have your expectations been unfulfilled 
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CONTENT VALIDITY MATRIXES 
 
 

SURVEY 1 and INTERVIEW 1 
 

SURVEY 2 and INTERVIEW 2 
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Introduction 

 

The rationale for the content validity matrices formed part of Chapter 3 p. 41 and are 

here presented without further introduction. 

 
Survey 1:  Managing the Transition Year 10 — Year 11 

 

March 2000 

 

Factors which may impact on the 

student's decision to join the course 

Survey questions 

which address factor 

Interview items 

which address 

factor 

Age: Student seen as too young to 
board 

1 age 1 

Gender: Course seen as more suitable 
for males 

2 gender 1 

Level of maturity as revealed by: 

• Plans for future, end of schooling 
and career 

• plans for end of Year 11 
 plans for end of Year12 
The people/events that influenced 
the decision 

• The reasons the student gives for 
wanting to join the course  

• The personal costs of entering the 
program 

• How the student handles 
difficulties with school work 

• How student handles loneliness 
and periods of depression 

• How student deals with 
personality clashes - difficulties 
with other people 

• Level of knowledge  

• Knowledge of Ag trades 
 General knowledge 
 Knowledge of career possibilities 

• How student came to learn of 
school  and program 

 
15ao, 15bo  
11  
12   
42 
21   
 
22, 21, 49, 50 
 
23 
 
25 
 
24 
 
26 
 
 
 
41 15aw, 15bw 
45 
42 
19, 20 

 
23 
23, 24, 
 
 
17, 18, 19, 20 
 
15, 16 
 
26, 27 
 
 
 
 



 

 263 

 

Factors which may impact on the 

student's decision to join the course 

Survey questions 

which address factor 

Interview items 

which address 

factor 

Background - students from rural 
backgrounds may be more disposed to 
enter the program 

• Location of home 

• Parents' occupation 

• Relatives' connection with 
land 

• Participant in Landcare 
Program 

• Prior knowledge of agriculture 

 
 
 
6, 51 
7, 15aa, 15ab, 15ba, 
15bb 
 
8 
22m, 22n, 57 
15aa, 15ba, 15ab, 
15bb, 22e, 22h, 22j, 
22o 

 
 
 
1, 2,  
3, 7, 
4, 6 
11, 12,  
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
 
 
 

Preference for 'hands on' style of 
learning 

12, 15ad, 15bd, 15aq, 
15bq, 17, 18, 22h, 22j, 
22k, 31, 32, 35, 39, 54 
 

8, 9, 10, 32, 33, 
34, 35 
 

Student's previous academic 
performance 

• Subjects studied in Year 10 

• Academic performance 

• Academic preferences 
 

• Academic predisposition 

 
 
10 
11, 12, 15ac, 15bc, 55 
13, 14, 15aj, 15bj,  32, 
39 
31, 49, 54 

 
8, 9, 10, 32 
 
 
 

Home situation 9, 15ak, 15bk,  15am, 
15bm, 15av, 15bv, 47 

1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 

Ethnicity 6, 7, 8 1 

Love of animals 15af, 15bf, 15ag, 
15bg, 24f, 25j, 26e, 46 

1 

Love of plants and growing things 15ah, 15bh, 15ao, 
15bo, 15au, 15bu, 
15aw, 15bw, 22h, 22j, 
34, 39 

1 

Care of the land 15an, 15bn, 22o, 39 1, 16,  44, 45, 46 

Interest in aquaculture/biodynamics 15as, 15bs, 15au, 
15bu, 22h, 22o 

1, 16 

Adaptability 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 38 1, 53, 54, 55, 56, 
57, 58 

Self knowledge 15ac, 15bc, 25i, 26h, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 
33, 35, 36, 40, 42, 55 

13, 14, 29, 30, 31, 
41 

Standing of the school 22c, 22j, 22k, 22l 12 

Catholic nature of the school 22g 12 

Need to avoid negative peer influence 15al, 15bl, 21f, 23e, 
23f 

1, 15 
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Factors which may impact on the 

student's decision to join the course 

Survey questions 

which address factor 

Interview items 

which address 

factor 

Personality - introvert/extravert 23e, 23f, 24, 25, 26, 
28, 31, 33 

13, 40, 53, 54, 
55 

Student's expectations of the course 15aq, 15bq, 15ar, 
15br, 27, 28, 32, 35, 
36, 37, 39, 40, 49, 50, 
52, 56  

16, 24, 42, 43 - 
53, 59, 60 

Level of maturity as indicated by: 

• Reasons for joining course 

• Plans for end of Year 11 

• Plans for end of Year 12 

• How student decided to join course 

• Sacrifices student made to enter 
course 

• Strategies used to combat 
loneliness or depression 

• Strategies used to deal with 
difficulties with academic work 

• Strategies employed to deal with 
other people 

 
15a, 15b 
17 
18 
21 
23 
 
24 
 
25 
 
26 

 
1, 8, 9, 145, 16,  
23, 24 
23, 24 
15,  
1, 26, 27 
40, 41 
 
29, 30, 31 
 
40 

Age: person who is significantly older 
or younger than majority may find 
trouble in adjusting 

1 1, 53, 54, 55, 56, 
57, 58 

Gender: agriculture is seen by many as 
a male orientated occupation 

2 
 

1, 22, 23,24, 26, 
27, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36 

Level of maturity as indicated by: 

• Reasons for joining course 

• Plans for end of Year 11 

• Plans for end of Year 12 

• How student decided to join course 

• Sacrifices student made to enter 
course 

• Strategies used to combat 
loneliness or depression 

• Strategies used to deal with 
difficulties with academic work 

• Strategies employed to deal with 
other people 

 
15a, 15b 
17 
18 
21 
23 
 
24 
 
25 
 
26 

 
1, 8, 9, 145, 16,  
23, 24 
23, 24 
15,  
1, 26, 27 
 
40, 41 
 
29, 30, 31 
 
40 

Background: 

• Student from farm, station, country 
town 

• Previous school/schooling 

• Ethnicity 

 
6, 7, 8, 9, 15aa, 15ab, 
15ba, 15bb 
3, 20i, 22n 
ID 

 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
 
8, 9, 10 
1 
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Factors which may impact on the 

student's decision to join the course 

Survey questions 

which address factor 

Interview items 

which address 

factor 

Previous academic record 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15aj, 15bj, 22i, 55 

8, 9, 10 

Prior experience of living away from 
home and need to board 

3, 9, 15ai, 15bi, 15am, 
15bm, 15ak, 15bk, 
21f, 21m, 30, 47 

1 

Prior knowledge of country 
living/preference for country lifestyle 

6, 7, 8, 15aa, 15ba, 
15ab, 15bb, 20b, 21m, 
22n, 53 

1, 2,  3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Manual skills, preference for 'hands 
on' style of education 

11, 12, 15ad, 15db, 
15aq, 15bq, 22k, 35, 
54 

32,33, 34, 35, 36 

Physical fitness 27 1, 27, 36 

Career aspirations: if student sees 
course as fitting their career 
aspirations they are more likely to 
manage it  

15ao, 15bo, 15aq, 
15bq, 15au, 15bu, 17, 
18, 22o, 40, 42 

23, 24, 42 - 49  

Tenacity, ability to adapt to a new 
environment 

25g, 31, 40, 38, 28,  1, 14, 26, 27, 29, 
30, 31,38, 39,  41 

Management of finances/coping with 
loss of income 

23a, 23b 1, 38, 25, 26, 27  

Expectations: if the students 
expectations are met then student may 
be in a better position to manage the 
course.  Matching of experience to 
expectations is a key part of Survey 2, 
October 2000. 

15an, 15bn, 15au, 
15bu, 15aw, 15bw, 
22f, 22g, 22h, 22k, 
22l, 41, 45, 46, 49, 
50, 52, 56, 57  

1, 42, 43 - 52, 53, 
54, 55 

Expectations of the residential 
program 

27, 30, 38, 43, 47, 52,  53, 54, 55, 56, 
57, 58, 59, 60 

Love of animals may help student to 
manage the course 

15af, 15bf, 15ag, 
15bg, 22f, 24f, 25j, 
26e, 46  

1, 45 

Love of plants and the care of the land 
may help student manage  

15ah, 15bh, 34 1, 44 

General coping strategies: 

• Loneliness and depression 

• Problems with school work 

• Residential 

• Other people 

• Self image 

 
24 
25 
 
26 
29, 31, 33, 40 

59, 60 
22,  
29, 30 
40 
40 
1, 31, 41 
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CONTENT VALIDITY MATIX 

 

MANAGING THE TRANSITION YEAR 10 TO YEAR 11 

 

SURVEY 2 AND INTERVIEW 2 OCTOBER 2000 

 

Introduction 

 

Person/personality, peers, perception and perseverance compose the principal 
dimensions of the problem that is being investigated - namely, how students manage 
the transition from Year 10 to the Year 11 residential course in agriculture offered by 
the Catholic Agricultural College Bindoon. 
 
Two surveys and interviews were conducted with the Year 11 class at Bindoon 
college during the course of the year 2000.  The first of these was held in March and 
focused on the decision to join the course and the students' expectations of the year 
ahead. 
 
The second survey and interview were conducted in October 2000 with the following 
ends in view: 

1. To assess the students' level of self knowledge and hence maturity 
2. To have the students reflect upon their experiences of the course with an 

emphasis on the residential aspects and to compare the perceptions of the 
actual experience with the expectations they held in March. 

3. To elicit the meaning the students attach to the terms 'success' and 'coping' 
or 'managing' 

4. To encourage the boys and girls to reflect upon and rate their performance 
in the key areas of the  course: classroom, farm together with the other 
practical subjects and the residential side of the program 

5. To explore how other people, broadly classified as peers, impact on the 
management of the transition from Year 10 to the Senior Agricultural 
Course.  

6. To study the effect of personality on the management of the transition 
 
The Content Validity Matrix for Survey 2 and Interview 2, October 200 is set out in 
three columns: 

1. The factors which may impact on the way a student manages or copes with 
the transition from Year 10 to the Senior Agricultural Course   

2. Column 2 is devoted to the Survey and lists the questions which address 
each factor  

3. In a similar mode, Column 3 is dedicated to the Interview Schedule 2 

October 2000.  
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Factors which impact on the way 

the student manages the 

transition 

Survey questions 

that address problem 

Interview items 

that address 

problem 

1. Level of maturity as indicated 
by sacrifices which students 
make to attend the course. 
a.  Give up part time work.  
Return to school instead of 
working 
b.  Lose financial independence 
c.  Withdraw from sporting 
teams 
d.  Loss of friends, different 
ways of relating to friends 
e.  Leaving home 
f.   See less of pets 
g.  Surrender free time 

1A,  1B 
 
 
1Aa, 1Ba, 1Ai, 1Bi 
 
1Ab, 1Bb 
1Ac, 1Ad, 1Bc, 1Bd 
1Ae, 1Af, 1Be, 1Bf 
 
1Ag, 1Ah, 1Bg, 1Bh 
1Aj, 1Bj 
1Ak, 1Bk 

1 
 

Level of maturity and self-
knowledge indicated by comparison 
of self with peers 
 a. Quantity of study and degree 
of  
difficulty of ag course 
 b.  Areas of responsibility/trust 
 c.  Life experiences 
 
 d.  Relationships 
 e.  Financial management 
 f.  Work ethic 
 g. Work/manual skills 
 h.  Satisfaction with schooling 
 i.  Level of self confidence 
 j.  Sense of direction - career 
 k.  Management of family 
 problems 

24, 25a 
 
 
24a, b 
 
24d, i, k 
24e, 25bb, bc, bd, be, 
bf 
24f, h, 57j 
24g, 25bc 
24j, l 
24n, o 
24p, 25bh 
24m, 25ba, 57f 
24c, 25bh 
57g 

1, 14, 15, 16 
 
 
 
 
14, 15 
 
 
8-12, 22 
14 
14 
14 
23 
23, 24 
19, 20 
14-16 
 

Level of maturity as revealed by 
student review of decision to join 
the agriculture course 

28, 57a, 57n 1, 19, 20, 21 

Level of maturity as indicated by 
student's care of own health 

49  
 

1 

Level of maturity as indicated by 
gender issues 

 8-13 

Level of maturity as indicated by 
handling of fears and doubts 

 17, 18 
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Factors which impact on the way 

the student manages the 

transition 

Survey questions 

that address 

problem 

Interview items 

that address 

problem 

2. Management of periods of 
loneliness, low-spirits, 
depression 
a.  Most successful strategy 
b.  Reasons for strategy's 
success 

2a, 2b, 2c,  
 
2c, 57j 
2d 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
17,18 
 
7 
7 

3. Experience of classroom 
a.  General 
b. Relevance to farm work 
c.  Relevance to career  
d.  Work demand on student 
e.  Perception of outcomes 
f.  Perception of management 

3, 4 
3a, b, c 
3d, f 
3e 
3g, h, I 
3j, k, l 
3m 

19 

4. Self perception of management 
of the classroom 
a.  Management strategies used  
b.  Most successful strategy 
c.  Overall perception of coping 
d.  Personal attributes that 
enable person to cope or not 
cope 

4a 
 
4ba-4bk 
4c, 4da-4df 
5 
6, 7 

1-6 

5. Self perception of management 
of Farm Practice 
a.  Student background will 
impact on perception of Farm 
Practice 
b.  Academic performance and 
Farm Practice performance 
c.  Experience of Farm Practice  
 Degree of difficulty 
 Degree of interest 
 Physically 
 Relevance to career 
 Skill/confidence with 
 machinery 
 Degree of meeting 
expectation 

 
 
8, 9a-b, 13c, 13l 
 
9c-d 
10a, 10b, 10c 
11 
11a  
11b 
11c 
11e 
11g-i 
 
11j 

14, 15 

Factors which make it difficult to 
 cope with Farm Practice 

 i.  Lack of experience 
 j.  Lack of opportunity 

14a 
14b 
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Factors which impact on the way 

the student manages the 

transition 

Survey questions 

that address 

problem 

Interview items 

that address 

problem 

6. Self-perceptions of student's 
management of Automotive 
Workshop  
a.  Experience/expectations 
b.  Self-assessment of coping 
 Student attribution of 
 successful coping strategies  
 Student attribution of failing   
 to cope 

 
 
 
15a, b, d, e 
15c, 16 
17aa-ag, aj, an, ao, 
ap 
 
17al, am 
 

 

7. Student perception of 
management of Facilities 
Development 

 a.  Experience 
 b.  Self-assessment of 
 internal reasons for 
 coping/non coping  
 
 c.  Self-assessment of 
 external reasons for 
 coping/not coping 
 

 
 
18a,b, c, d 
18e, 19a, b, c, d, f, g, 
h, i, k,  o, q, r, t, x, 
19ya,  
19e, j, l, m, n, s, u, v, 
w, 19yb, yc 

 

8.  Perception of management 
overall including student definition 
of management or coping 

29, 57a, 57b, 57e, 
57g 

7, 14, 15, 16 

9. Gender  
a.  Management of boy/girl 
relationships 
b.  Gender and farm practice 
c.  Expression of femaleness/ 
 maleness 

 8,9,10, 13 
8, 9, 10 
 
12 
11 

10. Attribution of success  
a.  In the classroom 
b.  In farm and automotive 
Attribution of failure 
a.  In the classroom 
b.  In farm or automotive 

 
20 
22 
 
21 
23 

7, 15, 16, 20, 24, 
25 

11. Personality type and 
management of the transition 
a.  Introvert/extravert 
b.  behaviour patterns that reveal 
personality type 

 
 
27 
28 

17, 18 

12. Perception of residential factors 
of the course will impact on 
residential student's ability to 
manage the transition 

30-46 8, 9, 10 
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Factors which impact on the way 

the student manages the 

transition 

Survey questions 

that address problem 

Interview items 

that address 

problem 

13. Student perceptions of day 
student's place in the school 
will impact on day students' 
management of the transition 
from Year 10 to the Senior 
Agricultural Course 
 a.  Residential student 
 perceptions of day students 
 b. Day students' perceptions 
 of their place in the school 

47, 48, 50-56 
 
 
 
 
47, 48a, 48b 
 
50 

22 

14. Non-residential students 
perceptions of residential 
students 
 a.  Challenges which 
 residential students have to 
 meet 
 b.  Ways residential students 
 are seen to meet the challenges 

 
 
51, 53, 55 
 
52, 54, 56 

22 
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APPENDIX D 
 

COMPRENENSIVE COPING PROFILES 
 
 
 
 

STUDENTS COMPLETING THE COURSE WITH RELATIVE EASE 
 

Page 268 Steve 
 269 Mark 
 270 Gus 
 271 William 
 272 Joseph 
 273 Syd 
 274 Bennett 
 275 Lara 
 276 Samantha 
 277 Carmel 

 
 

STUDENTS COMPLETING THE COURSE WITH SOME DIFFICULTY 
 

Page 278 Hilton 
 279 Kath 
 280 Sara 
 281 Simon 
 282 Lindsay 

 
 

STUDENT WITHDRAWING AT END OF YEAR 11 TO TAKE UP AN 
APPRENTICESHIP 

 
Page 283 Harry 

 
 

STUDENTS WITHDRAWING FROM COURSE AT END OF YEAR 11 FOR 
REASONS OTHER THAN APPRENTICESHIP 

 
Page 284 Ursula 

 285 Flo 
 286 Anne 
 287 Helen 
 288 Peggy 
 289 Chad 
 290 John 
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Steve completed the course with relative ease. 
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Mark completed the course with relative ease. 
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Gus completed the course with relative ease. 
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William completed the course with relative ease. 
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Joseph completed the course with relative ease. 
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Syd completed the course with relative ease. 
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Bennett completed the course with few apparent problems. 
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Lara was a strong-willed non-residential student who completed the course with 
relative ease. 
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Samantha generally coped well but, at times, struggled with adverse peer pressure. 
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Carmel completed the course with some difficulty as she lacked confidence on the 

farm and in the workshops. 
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Hilton found that boarding for two terms helped him deal with family difficulties that 

disturbed him greatly. 
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Kath completed the course despite admitting that she found it very difficult to return 

to school after every holiday. 
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Sara completed the course with some difficulty. 
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Simon was required to manage his own financial affairs and was very independent. 
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Lindsay was not very sure of himself or his future as a recent family break up 

resulted in his moving from Perth to a farm. 
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Harry left the course to take up an apprenticeship. 
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Ursula was one of the group that had problems with the discipline required of 

residential students. 
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Flo was one of the group that had problems with the discipline required of residential 

students. 
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Anne was one of the group that had problems with the discipline required of 

residential students. 
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Helen was one of the group that had problems with the discipline required of 

residential students. 
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Peggy’s parents did not allow her to return to Year 12. 
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Chad’s inability to improve his attitude towards the academic staff and his classroom 

behaviour resulted in his not being admitted to Year 12. 

 



 

 294 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In spite of repeated counselling, John was unable or unwilling to take the academic 

side of the program seriously and, as a consequence, was not admitted to Year 12. 
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GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATIONS OF STUDENT  

PREFERENCES AND PERCEPTIONS OF PERFORMANCE  

OVER THE RANGE OF YEAR 10 SUBJECTS  
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Data Source: Survey 1 Questions 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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Data Source: Survey 1 Questions 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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Data Source: Survey 1 Questions 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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Data Source: Survey 1 Questions 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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Data Source: Survey 1 Questions 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 

 



 

 301 

LIST OF REFERENCES 

 
 

Adelman, C, Kemmis, S & Jenkins, D 1980, 'Rethinking Case Study: Notes from the 
Second Cambridge Conference', in H Simons (ed.), Towards a Science of the 

Singular, Centre for Applied Research in Education, University of East 
Anglia, Norwich. 

Ahern, KJ 1999, 'Ten tips for reflexive bracketing', Qualitative Health Research, vol. 
9, no. 3, p. 5. 

Anderson, J & Poole, M 1998, Assignment & Thesis Writing, 3rd edn, John Wiley & 
Sons, Brisbane. 

Aroni, R 1985, 'The Effects of Jewish and Non-Jewish Day Schools on Jewish 
Identity and Commitment,' Unpublished doctoral thesis, Monash University, 
Clayton, Victoria. 

Assor, A & Connell, J 1992, 'The validity of students' self-reports as measures of 
performance affecting self-appraisals,' in D Schunk & J Meece (eds), Student 

Perceptions in the Classroom, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers, 
Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 1997, Year Book Australia -1997, Canberra. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 2003, Year Book Australia - 2003, vol. 85, Australian 
Year Book, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Canberra. 

Australian Capital Territory Department of Education and Community Services 
2002, viewed May 2002 
<http://www.decs.act.gov.au/bsss/courses/agriculture.pdf>. 

Australian Capital Territory Department of Education and Community Services 
2002, Introduction to the ACT Curriculum Frameworks, viewed April 2002 
<http://www.decs.act.gov.au/publicat/pdf/fore_d.pdf>. 

Australian College of Tropical Agriculture 2002, ACTA On Line, Australian College 
of Tropical Agriculture, viewed April 2002, <http://www.acta.qld.edu.au>. 

Australian Curriculum Assessment and Certification Authorities (ACACA) 2002, 
viewed May 2002 
<http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/acaca2/index.html.>. 

Babbie, ER 1989, The Practice of Social Research, Wadsworth, Belmont, California. 

Barry, K & King, L 1997, Beginning Teaching, 2nd edn, Social Science Press, 
Katoomba, New South Wales. 

Becker, HS 1961, Boys in White: Student Culture in Medical School, Chicago 
University Press, Chicago. 



 

 302 

Belle, D 1991, 'Gender differences in the social moderators of stress', in A Monat & 
RS Lazarus (eds), Stress and Coping: An anthology, 3rd edn, Columbia 
University Press, New York. 

Berg, BL 2001, Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences, Allyn & 
Bacon, Maryland, USA. 

Blumenfeld, PC, Pintrich, PR, Meece, J & Wessels, K 1982, 'The formation and role 
of self perceptions of ability in elementary classrooms', The Elementary 

School Journal, vol. 85, no. 5, pp. 401-20. 

Board of Studies 1999, Study Design: Agricultural and Horticultural Studies, vol. 
2002, Board of Studies, Carlton, Victoria. 

Boman, P 2002, ‘Optimism, Pessimism, Anger and Adjustment in Adolescents’, 
Doctor of Philosophy thesis, University of South Australia, Adelaide. 

Bourke, L 2002, ‘How can you deal with that? Coping strategies among residents of 
a rural community in New South Wales’, Journal of Family Studies, vol. 8 
no. 2, pp.197-212. 

Brinberg, D & McGrath, JE 1985, Validity and the Research Process, Sage, 
Newbury Park, CA. 

Education Policy and Coordination Bureau 1995, Review of School Curriculum 

Development Procedures and Processes in Western Australia, Education 
Policy and Coordination Bureau, Perth. 

Burgess, H 1985, 'Case study and curriculum research: some issues for teacher 
researchers.' in Robert H Burgess (ed.), Issues in Educational Research: 

Qualitative Methods, Falmer Press, Lewes, East Sussex. 

Burns, RE 1990, Introduction to Research Methods, Longman Cheshire, Melbourne, 
Australia. 

Byrne, BM 1984, 'The general/academic self-concept nomological network: a review 
of construct validation research', Review of Educational Research, vol. 54, 
no. 3, pp. 427-56. 

Calder, A 2004, ‘Peer interaction in the transition process’, Journal of Australian and 

New Zealand Student Services Association, no. 23, April 2004, pp.4-16. 

Cantor, NF & Schneider, RI 1967, How to Study History, Thomas Y Crowell 
Company, New York. 

Carrigg, JB 1997, 'Perceptions of the Nature and Processes of Transformative 
Learning and Implications for Practice', Doctor of Education thesis, 
University of New England. 

Catholic Agricultural College Award Winners for the Year 2000, Catholic 
Agricultural College, Bindoon, Western Australia. 



 

 303 

Catholic Agricultural College 2001, Catholic Agricultural College Bindoon 2001 

Award Winners, Catholic Agricultural College Bindoon, 

Catholic Education Office 2002, Telephone enquiry, Perth, Western Australia, May 
2002. 

Catholic Education Office 2003, Year 11 Enrolments in Catholic Schools in Western 

Australia, Semester 1, 2001, Catholic Education Office, Perth, 13 February 
2003, Telephone conversation. 

Catholic Education Office: Statistical Section 2002, Perth, Western Australia, May 
2002, Telephone enquiry. 

Christians, C 2000, 'Ethics and politics in qualitative research', in NK Denzin & YS 
Lincoln (eds), Handbook of Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, Sage, Thousand 
Oaks, California. 

Claremont College Tasmania 2002, Creating Futures, viewed May 2002, 
<http://www.clare.tased.edu.au>. 

Cunningham, EG, 2002, Developing a measurement model for coping research in 
early adolescence, Educational and Psychological Measurement, Durham, 
February 2002, vol 62 issue 1, pp.147-163.  Viewed 1 May 2003 
<http://proquest.umi.com/nadweb?Did=000000099704622&Fmt=4&Deli=1
&Mtd=1&1> 

Cunningham, EG, Brandon, CM & Frydenberg, E, 2002, Enhancing coping 
resources in early adolescence through a school based program teaching 
optimistic thinking skills, Anxiety, Stress, and Coping, vol 15, No. 4, pp.369-
381, viewed 8 March 2006, 
<Http://content.epnet.com.ipacez.ndu.au/pdf13_15/pdf/2002/7v9/01Dec02/87
35433.pdf?T=P&> 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 1998, The Curriculum Framework, 
Curriculum Council Western Australia, Perth. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2000, Post-Compulsory Education Review: 

Position Paper, Curriculum Council Western Australia, Perth. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2001a, Secondary Education Statistics 

(Years 11 &12), Curriculum Council of Western Australia, viewed 12 
February 2003, 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/stats2001/98745_1.pdf>. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2001b, Secondary Education Statistics 

(Years 11&12), viewed ISSN 1445 5552 2003, viewed 14 February 2002, 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/publications04a.htm>. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2002a, Curriculum Council Perth Western 
Australia, viewed May 2002, 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/publications02.htm>. 



 

 304 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2002b, Curriculum Council of Western 
Australia, viewed September 5 2002, 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/publication02.htm>. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2002c, Our Youth, Our Future: Post-

Compulsory Education Review.  Summary of the Directions Endorsed by the 

Western Australian Government, Curriculum Council Western Australia, 
Perth. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2003a, Secondary Education Statistics 

(Years 11 & 12), Curriculum Council Western Australia, viewed 15 April 
2003, 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/publications04.htm>.Curriculum  

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2003b, Secondary Education Statistics 

(Years 11 and 12) 2001.  Table 1.3  Number of year 12 Students who 
Completed Wholly School Assessed Subjects only, 1-3 Tertiary Entrance 
(TEE) Subjects and 4 or more Tertiary Entrance (TEE) Subjects, by School 
Sector, by Sex, 2001, Curriculum Council Western Australia, viewed 19 
February 2003, 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/stats2001/100974_1.pdf>. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2003c, Secondary Education Statistics 

(Years 11 and 12), 2001 Year 12, Curriculum Council of Western Australia, 
viewed 4 July 2003, 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/publication04a.htm>. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia 2003d, Accreditation and Moderation 

Report: Science, Curriculum Council of Western Australia, Perth, Western 
Australia. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia, 2004 - 2005 Syllabus Manual Year 11 and 

Year 12 Subjects: General Information, Assessment, Grading, and 

Moderation, vol. 1, 10 vols, Curriculum Council, Perth Western Australia. 

Curriculum Council of Western Australia, Publications 2005, viewed June2005. 
<http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/stats2003/13009_1.pdf, and 
<http://curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/stats2003/130196_1.pdf>. 

Dalby College of Agriculture 2002, Web Page, Dalby College of Agriculture, viewed 
September 5 2002 <http://www.dac.qld.edu.au>. 

Darlaston-Jones, D, Cohen, L, Haunold, S, Pike, L, Young, A & Drew, N 2003, 'The 
retention and support (RAPS) project: A transition initiative,' Issues in 
Educational Research, vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 1-12. 

Denzin, N & Lincoln, Y 2001, 'Locating the field', in N Denzin & Y Lincoln (eds), 
Handbook of Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, Sage, Thousand Oaks, 
California. 

Denzin, NK & Lincoln, YS 1994, Handbook of Qualitative Research, 1st edn, Sage, 
Thousand Oaks, CA. 



 

 305 

Denzin, NK & Lincoln, YS (eds) 2000, Handbook of Qualitative Research, Sage, 
Thousand Oaks, California. 

DeVaus, DA 1995, Surveys in Social Research, Allen & Unwin, St Leonards, New 
South Wales. 

Don College 2002, Don College, viewed May 2002, <http://www.don.tased.edu.au>. 

Donohoe, FW 1995, 'A Survey of Four Catholic Boarding Schools', Unpublished 
MEd (Leadership) thesis, University of Notre Dame Australia, Fremantle, 
Western Australia. 

Donohoe, FW 2000, Perceptions of the Landcare Program Term 3, 1999, Catholic 
Agricultural College Bindoon Western Australia,. 

Donohoe, FW 2003a, Year 11 Coping Profiles, Catholic Agricultural College, 
Bindoon, Western Australia. 

Donohoe, FW 2003b, Year 12 Coping Profiles, Catholic Agricultural College, 
Bindoon, Western Australia. 

Donohoe, FW 2004, Catholic Agricultural College Bindoon Coping Profiles Year 11 
2003 and Year 11 2004, January 2005. 

Downs, J 2002, ‘Adapting to secondary and boarding school: self concept, place 
identity and homesickness’, Self-Concept Enhancement and Learning 

Facilitation (SELF) Research Centre, 2
nd

 International Conference 2002, 
Sydney Australia.  Accessed, 23 April 2006, 
Http://self.uws.edu.au/Conferences/2002_CD_Downs.pdf 

Dwyer, J 1992, Report on a Survey of WA Catholic Boarding Schools, University of 
Notre Dame Australia, Fremantle, Western Australia. 

Education Department of Western Australia 2000, Review of Vocational Education 

and Training in Schools 2000, Education Department Western Australia, 
Perth, Western Australia. 

Education Department of Western Australia 2000, School Statistics, Education 
Department Western Australia, Perth, 13 February 2003, email, 
<http://www.eddept.wa.edu.au>. 

Education Policy and Coordination Bureau 1995, Review of School Curriculum 

Development Procedures and Processes in Western Australia, prepared for 
the Hon., Norman Moore MLC Minister for Education [by] Ministerial 
Committee to Review Curriculum Development, Education Policy and 
Coordination Bureau, Perth, Western Australia. 

Edwards, S & Poston-Anderson, B 1993, 'The Dinkum Oil: Information needs and 
life concerns of Australian adolescent girls', Youth Studies, Winter 93, vol. 
12, no. 2, p. 34, p. 4. 



 

 306 

Emerald College of Agriculture 2002, Web Page, Emerald College of Agriculture, 
viewed September 5 2002, <http://www.eac.qld.edu.au>. 

Ensminger, M, Forrest, C, Riley, A, Kang, M, Green, B, Starfield, B & Ryan, S 
2000, 'The Validity of Measures of Socioeconomic Status of Adolescents.' 
Journal of Adolescent Research, May 2000, vol. 15, no. 3, pp. 392-419. 

Evans, G 1991, Young Adults: Self Perceptions and Life Contexts, Falmer Press, 
London. 

Fisher, S 1989, Homesickness, Cognition and Health, Erlbaum, London. 

Folkman, S & Lazarus, R 1991, 'Coping and Emotion,' in A Monat & R Lazarus 
(eds), Stress and Coping: An Anthology, 3rd edn, Wiley, New York. 

Fontana, A & Frey, JH 2000, 'The interview: from structured questions to negotiated 
text', in NK Denzin & YS Lincoln (eds), Handbook of Qualitative Research, 
2nd edn, Sage, Thousand Oaks, California. 

Friedman, E 1970, The Profession of Medicine: A Study of the Sociology of Applied 

Knowledge, Dodd, Mead, New York. 

Frydenberg, E & Lewis, R 1993, Adolescent Coping Scale: Administrator's Manual, 
Australian Council for Educational Research, Melbourne. 

Frydenberg, E 1997, Adolescent Coping: Theoretical and Research Perspectives, 
Routledge, London. 

Frydenberg, E & Lewis, R 1999a, 'Academic and general well-being: the relationship 
with coping', Australian Journal of Guidance and Counselling, vol. 9, no. 1, 
pp. 19-35. 

Frydenberg, E & Lewis, R 1999b, 'Things don't get better just because you're older: 
A case for facilitating reflection', British Journal of Educational Psychology, 
vol. 69, pp. 81-94. 

Frydenberg, E & Lewis, R 2000, 'Teaching coping to adolescents: when and to 
whom', American Educational Research Journal, vol. 37, no. 3, pp. 727-45. 

Gay, LR 1976, Educational Research: Competencies for Analysis and Application, 
Charles E Merrill Publishing Company, Colombus, Ohio. 

Gergen, M & Gergen, K 2000, 'Qualitative inquiry: tensions and transformations', in 
NK Denzin & YS Lincoln (eds), Handbook of Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, 
Sage, Thousand Oaks CA. 

Good, T 1983, 'Student and teacher perceptions: a review of five position papers', in 
L Levine & M Wang (eds), Teacher and Student Perceptions: Implications 

for Learning, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Hillside, NJ. 



 

 307 

Gransden L 1997, 'The association of student perceptions with student motivation 
and cognitive engagement in the Year 11 Economic Framework Unit,' BEd 
(Honours) thesis, Edith Cowan University, Perth, Western Australia. 

Gresham, F & MacMillan, D 1997, 'Teachers as "tests": differential validity of 
teacher judgments in identifying students at-risk for learning difficulties', 
School Psychology Review, vol. 26, no. 1, pp. 47-60. 

Hakim, C 1987, Research Design: Strategies and Choices in the Design of Social 

Research, Routledge, London and New York. 

Hall, W & Callery, P 2001, 'Enhancing the rigor of grounded theory: incorporating 
reflexivity and relationality', Qualitative Health Research, vol. 11, no. 2, p. 
13. 

Halliday J 2002, 'Researching values in education', British Educational Research 

Journal [Online], vol. 28, no. 1, pp. 49-62. 

Hammersley, M & Gomm, R 1997, ‘Bias in social research’, Sociological Research 

Online, viewed 7 November 2002, 
<http://www.socresonline.org.uk/socresonline/2/1/2.html>. 

Hammond, K & Houselander, J 1962, Introduction to the Statistical Method, Alfred 
A Knopf, New York. 

Hilton, J 1934, Goodbye Mr Chipps, Hodder and Stoughton, London. 

Hoinville, G, Jowell, R & Associates, 1977, Survey Research Practice, Heinemann, 
London. 

Holland, JL 1966, The Psychology of Vocational Choice, Blaisdell Publishing 
Company, Waltham, Massachusetts. 

Hughes, T 1967, Tom Brown's School Days, J M Dent, London. 

Huxley, L, Freeman, E, & Frydenberg, E 2004, Teaching coping skills: Implications 
for practice, Paper presented at the Australian Association for Research in 

Education National Conference, Melbourne, December 2004, accessed from 
the web, 8 March 2006, <http://www.aare.edu.au/04pap/huxo4881.pdf>. 

Jacobs, J 1961, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, Random House, New 
York. 

Janesick, V 2001, 'The choreography of qualitative research design: minuets, 
improvisations, and crystallization', in N Denzin & Y Lincoln (eds), 
Handbook of Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, Sage, Thousand Oaks, CA. 

Johnson, JM 1975, Doing Field Research, The Free Press, Macmillan, New York. 

Johnson, RB 1997, 'Examining the validity structure of qualitative research.' 
Education, vol. 118, no. 2, pp. 282-92. 



 

 308 

Kahn, R, Wolfe, D, Quinn, R, Snoek, J & Rosenthal RA 1964, Organizational 

Stress: Studies in Role Conflict and Ambiguity, Wiley, New York. 

Kaplan, A 1964, The Conduct of Enquiry: Methodology for Behavioural Science, 
Chandler, San Francisco. 

Kemmis, S 1980, 'The Imagination of the Case and the Invention of the Study', in H 
Simons (ed.), Towards a Science of the Singular, Centre for Applied 
Research in Education, University of East Anglia, Norwich. 

Kerlinger, FN 1964a, Foundations of Behavioral Research; Educational and 
Psychological Inquiry, Holt Rinehart and Winston, New York. 

Kerlinger, FN 1964b, Foundations of Educational Research, Holt Rinehart and 
Winston, New York. 

Kerlinger, FN 1973, Foundations of Behavioral Research, 2nd edn, Holt Rinehart 
and Winston, London. 

King, L 1979, 'An Attributional Analysis of Student Achievement-related Behaviour 
and the Expectancy Effect', PhD thesis, University of Alberta. 

Kirk, J & Miller, M 1986, Reliability, and Validity in Qualitative Research, Sage, 
Beverley Hills, CA. 

Lantos, JD 1993, 'Sample size: profound implications of mundane calculations', 
Pediatrics, vol. 91, no. 1, p. 3. 

Lazarus, R & Folkman, S 1991, 'The concept of coping', in A Monat & R Lazarus 
(eds), Stress and Coping: An Anthology, Columbia University Press, New 
York. 

Lazarus, R & Folkman, S 1984, Stress, Appraisal and Coping, Springer Publishing 
Company, New York. 

Leonard, C, Bourke, S & Schofield N, 2004, 'Affecting the affective: Affective 
outcomes in the context of school effectiveness, school improvement and 
quality schools,' Issues in Educational Research, vol. 14, no. 1, p. 29. 

Lewis, R & Frydenberg, E 2002, 'Concomitants of failure to cope: Why we should 
teach adolescents about coping', The British Journal of Educational 

Psychology, vol. 72, no. 3, p. 9. 

Liebow, E 1967, Tally's Corner, Little, Brown, Boston. 

Lincoln, Y & Guba, E 2000, 'Paradigmatic controversies, contradictions and 
emerging confluences', in NK Denzin & YS Lincoln (eds), Handbook of 

Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, Sage, CA, Thousand Oaks. 

Lock, FP 1998, Edmund Burke, vol. 1, 2 vols., Clarendon Press, Oxford. 



 

 309 

Longreach Pastoral College 2002, Web Page, viewed April 2002, 
<http://www.lpc.qld.edu.au>. 

Lynd, R & Lynd, HM 1929, Middletown, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New York. 

Malterud, K 2001, 'Qualitative research: standards, challenges, and guidelines', 
Lancet, vol. 358, no. 9280, p. 11. 

Mansfield, CC 1997, 'The influence of student perceptions on non-university bound 
students' motivation to succeed', MEd thesis, Edith Cowan University, Perth, 
Western Australia. 

Marks, J 2002, 'Career Counselling Year 10 Boys', M Counseling thesis, University 
of Notre Dame Australia, Fremantle, Western Australia. 

Marsh, HW 1990, Self Description Questionnaire II Manual, University of Western 
Sydney, New South Wales. 

Maxwell, JA 1992, 'Understanding and Validity in Qualitative Research', Harvard 

Educational Review, vol. 62, no. 3, pp. 279-300. 

Mays, N & Pope, C 1995, 'Rigour and qualitative research', BMJ: British Medical 

Journal, vol. 311, no. 6997, p. 7. 

Mealyea, R 1989, Humour as a Coping Strategy in the Transition from Tradesperson 

to Teacher, Research Report, Hawthorn Institute of Education, Hawthorn, 
Victoria.  Accessed from data base A+ Education, 20 April 2006. 

Mennen, S 2000, Managing a life transition: predictions of student adaptation to a 

tertiary education, PhD Thesis, University of Melbourne, 2000. 

Mezirow, J 1978, Education for Perspective Transformation: Women's Re-entry 

Programmes in Community Colleges, Center for Adult Education, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, ERIC document ED166367, 1-63., ERIC, 
viewed 18 March 2003. 

Miles, MB & Huberman AM 1984, Quantitative Data Analysis: A Source of new 

Mathods, Sage, Beverley Hills, CA. 

Miles, MB & Huberman, AM 1994, Qualitative Data Analysis: An Expanded Source 

Book, Sage, Thousand Oaks, CA. 

Mills, CW 1959, The Sociological Imagination, Oxford University Press, New York. 

Minchiello, V, Aroni, R, Timewell, E & Alexander, L 1995, In-Depth Interviewing, 
Longman, South Melbourne, Australia. 

Monat, A & Lazarus, R (eds) 1991, Stress and Coping: An Anthology, 3rd edn, 
Columbia University Press, New York. 

Nelson, JO 2002, 'Worth the Wait', Intercollegiate Review, vol. 37, no. (2), p. 67. 



 

 310 

Neuman, LW 1994, Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative 

Approaches, 2nd edn, Allyn and Bacon, Boston. 

Neuman, LW 1997, Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative 

Approaches, 3rd edn, Allyn and Bacon, Boston. 

New South Wales Board of Studies 2002, An Introduction to Agriculture Stage 6 in 

the New HSC, 2002, viewed April 2002, 
<htp://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/agriculture_syl.
pdf>. 

Nicholls, JG 1978, 'The development of the concepts of effort and ability, perception 
of academic attainment, and the understanding that difficult tasks require 
more ability', Child Development, vol. 49, pp. 800-14. 

Noble, T, ‘A curriculum based approach to teaching resilience’, Faculty of Education 

Australian Catholic University, Sydney, viewed 8 March 2006. 
http://aispd.aisnsw.edu.au/resourcesRST 00000105.doc 

Nunally, JC 1978, Psychometric Theory, McGraw-Hill, New York. 

Polanyi, M 1958, Personal Knowledge, University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 

Poole, ME 1983, Youth: Expectations and Transitions, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 
Melbourne. 

Qualitative Solutions and Research 1997, QSR NUD*IST User Guide, Qualitative 
Solutions and Research Pty Ltd, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia 

Queensland Board of Secondary School Studies 1999, Agricultural Science: Senior 

Syllabus, Brisbane, Australia. 

Queensland Board of Senior Secondary School Studies 2002, Overview of 

Vocational Education, Queensland Board of Senior Secondary School 
Studies, viewed April 2002, <http://www.qbssss.edu.au/vocational 
education/index.html>. 

Queensland Board of Senior Secondary School Studies 2002, The QCS Test 

(Queensland Core Skills Test), viewed 2 August 2002, 
<http://www.qsa.qld.edu.au/yrs11_12/testing/cross-
curric/QCSTest2002.html>. 

Queensland Board of Senior Secondary School Studies 2002a, QBSSSS Overall 

Position (OP), Queensland Board of Senior Secondary School Studies, 
Brisbane, viewed May 2002, 
<http:www.qbssss.edu.au/TertiaryEntrance/explained_ops.html>. 

Queensland Board of Senior Secondary School Studies 2002b, QBSSSS Field 

Positions (FPs), Queensland Board of Senior Secondary School Studies, 
Brisbane, viewed May 2002, 
<http://www.qbssss.edu.au/TertiaryEntrance/explained_fps.html>. 



 

 311 

Ragin, C 1994, Constructing Social Research, Pine Forge Press, Thousand Oaks, 
CA. 

Reay, D 1996, 'Dealing with difficult differences: Reflexivity and social class in 
feminist research,' Feminism and Psychology, vol. 6, no. 3, pp. 443-56. 

Richardson, L 2001, 'Writing: a method of enquiry', in N Denzin & YS Lincoln 
(eds), Handbook of Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, Sage, Thousand Oaks. 

Rubin, H & Rubin IS 1995, Qualitative Interviewing: The Art of Hearing Data, Sage, 
Thousand Oaks, California. 

Schramm, W 1971, Notes on case studies of instructional media projects, The 
Academy of Educational Development, Washington, DC. 

Schunk, D 1992b, 'Theory and Research on Student Perceptions in the Classroom', in 
D Schunk & J Meece (eds), Student Perceptions in the Classroom, Erlbaum, 
Hillsdale, N.J. 

Schunk, D & Meece, J (eds) 1992a, Student Perceptions in the Classroom, Lawrence 
Erlbaum, Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

Schwandt, T 2000, 'Three epistemological stances for qualitative inquiry', in N 
Denzin & Y Lincoln (eds), Handbook of Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, 
Sage, Thousand Oaks, CA. 

Seligman, M 1992, Learned Optimism, Random House, Sydney, Australia. 

Seligman, M 1995, The Optimistic Child, Random House, Sydney. 

Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia 2000, Handbook: South 

Australian Certificate of Education, Wayville, South Australia 5043. 

Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia 2001, About the Documents, 
viewed May 2002 <Http://www.edu.au/ssaba/00stand/about.htm>. 

Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia 2002, SACE Operations 

Manual 2002, Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia, 
Wayville, South Australia 5043. 

Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia 2002, Web Page, Senior 
Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia, viewed May 2002, 
<http://www.ssabsa.sa.edu.au>. 

Seow, MA 2005, The changing profile of the international student: understanding 

the student with status from previous study, International Student Advisers’ 
Network of Australia (ISANA) Conference (16th, 2005), Christchurch, New 
Zealand. 

Simons, H 1980, Towards a Science of the Singular, Centre for Research in 
Education, University of East Anglia, Norwich. 



 

 312 

Smiley, J 2000, Horse Heaven, Chivers, Bath. 

Smiley, J 2001, Interview, Australian Broadcasting Commission Radio National, 
Australia, January 7 2001. 

Smith, DC, Furlong, M, Bates & M, Laughlin, J 1997, Multidimensional School 

Anger Inventory, University of Hawaii, Manoa. 
 http://vinst.umdnj.edu/VAIDTestReport.asp?Code=MSAI 

Snow, D & Anderson, L 1991, 'Researching the homeless: the characteristic features 
and virtues of case study', in J Feagin, A Orum & G Sjoberg (eds), A Case for 

the Case Study, University of North Carolina Press. 

Spradley, JP 1980, Participant Observation, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York. 

Spradley, JP 1979, The Ethnographic Interview, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New 
York. 

Stake, R 1994, 'Case studies', in N Denzin & Y Lincoln (eds), Handbook of 

Qualitative Research, 1st edn, Sage, Thousand Oaks CA. 

Stake, RE 1995, The Art of Case Study Research, Sage, Thousand Oaks, CA. 

Stake, R 2000, 'Case studies', in N Denzin & Y S Lincoln (eds), Handbook of 

Qualitative Research, 2nd edn, Sage, Thousand Oaks, CA. 

Stanley, A 2000, ‘Perceptions of the Transition Experience of Rural Students upon 
Entering an Urban High School’, MEd (Hons) Thesis, James Cook 
University, Townsville.  Accessed from database: A+ Education, 25 April 
2006. 

Strauss, A & Corbin, J (eds) 1997, Grounded Theory in Practice, Sage, Thousand 
Oaks, CA. 

Swann, M 2003, Serious Girls, St Martins/Picador. 

Tan TW 1995, ‘From zero to hero? Indiscipline among pupils during their transition 
from school to work’, Unpublished paper presented at the Annual Conference 
of the Australian Association for research in Education (AARE), Hobart 27-
30 November 1995. 

Tasmanian Department of Education 2001a, Tasmanian VET Strategy 2001.  
Industry Training Needs and Priorities, Agriculture, Aquaculture, Fishing, 
Food and Beverages, viewed May 2002, 
<http://www.opect.tas.gov.au/pub_res/2001VETstrategy/_Toc494015624p.36
>. 

Tasmanian Department of Education 2001b, Tasmanian Certificate of Education 

Manual, viewed May 2002, <http:www.tased.edu.au>. 



 

 313 

Taylor, A 2000, 'Interviewing adolescent boys: revisiting the telephone', paper 
presented to Annual Research Forum, Edith Cowan University, Mount 
Lawley, 19 August 2000. 

Thomas, JJ & Daubman, KA 2001, The relationship between friendship quality and 
self-esteem in adolescent girls and boys, Plenum Publishing Corporation in 
association with the Gale Group and LookSmart, viewed July 2001, 
<http://www.findarticles.com/cf_dls/m2294/2001_July/81478074/print.jhtm> 

Tickell, G & Smyrnios,KX 2005, ‘Predictors of tertiary accounting students' 
academic performance : A comparison of Year 12-to-University students with 
TAFE-to-university students’, Journal of Higher Education Policy and 
Management; v.27 n.2 pp.239-259; July 2005.  Accessed 25 April 2006, 
http://search.informit.com.au.ipacez.nd.edu.au/fullText;res=AEIPT;dn=1440
48 

Tinto, V 1987, Leaving College: Rethinking Causes and Cures of Student Attrition, 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 

Trail, GT & James, JD 2001, 'The motivation scale for sport consumption: 
Assessment of the scale's psychometric properties', Journal of Sport 

Behavior, vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 108-27. 

Tynan, D 2001, Girls and Horses, Bindoon, 8 February 2001, email, 
<tynvines@mtbeauty.albury.net.au>. 

United States Department of Education 2000a, Immediate Transition from High 

School to College.  
Http://search.epnet.com.ipacez.nd.edu.au/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&ji
d=79B.  Accessed 18 April 2006, EBSCO Host. 

United States Department of Education 2000b, Racial and Ethnic Differences in the 

Transition to College. 
Http://search.epnet.com.ipacez.nd.edu.au/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&ji
d=79C.  Accessed 18 April 2006, EBSCO Host. 

University of New England Faculty of Education 1995, The Doctorate in Education, 
University of New England, Armidale, NSW. 

Weinstein, R 1983, 'Student perceptions of schooling', The Elementary School 

Journal, vol. 83, no. 4, pp. 287-306. 

Weiss, RS 1994, Learning from Strangers: The Art and Method of Qualitative 

Interview Studies, The Free Press, New York. 

West, P 1999, 'Boys' underachievement in school: some persistent problems and 
some current research', Issues in Educational Research, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 33-
54. 

Wieder, A 1998, Trust and Memory, Writing Educational Biography: Explorations 

in Qualitative Research, Garland Publishing, New York. 



 

 314 

Willox, J 2003, Student Data: Enrolments Department of Education and Training 
Western Australia, Perth, 21 February 2003, Telephone communication. 

Winter, G 2000, 'A comparative discussion of the notion of 'validity' in qualitative 
and quantitative research', The Qualitative Report, vol. 4, no. 3 & 4, pp. 1-12. 

Wolcott, HF 1990, 'On seeking --and rejecting -- validity in qualitative research', in 
EW Eisner & A Peshkin (eds), Qualitative Enquiry in Education: the 

Continuing Debate, Teachers College Press, New York. 

Yin, RK 1984, Case Study Research: Design and Methods, Sage, Thousand Oaks, 
California. 

Yin, RK 1994, Case Study Research: Design and Methods, 2nd edn, Sage, Thousand 
Oaks, California. 

Zeller, RA & Carmines, EG 1980, Measurement in the Social Sciences, Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge. 

 


